The FEPS Young Academics Network
was established in March 2010 with an aim to gather promising progressive PhD candidates and young PhD
researchers ready to use their academic experience in a debate about the Next, Progressive Europe. Realised
with the support of Renner Institut in the framework of the FEPS "Next Left" Research Programme, the project
has gathered throughout the years more than 300 members – many of whom are today Professors of Renown
Universities, Prominent Experts in their respective fields and Front Bench Politicians. Their exchanges and
interdisciplinary research at the time of their involvement have resulted in a number of stimulating studies,
providing a relevant contribution to the European progressive movement.

QUOTES
FEPS YAN helps me to transform
philosophical ideas into applicable
theories and policy proposals. I have
met amazing people that gave me
support to enhance my skills as an
academic, and I also grew as a person
because of the diversity in our group.
I have enjoyed quite a lot the
opportunity to learn from some of
the best. At each seminar I learnt
new things for my Ph.D., for my FEPS
YAN project, for my local political
engagement, and for life in general.

FEPS YAN has been an incredible opportunity for me, both professionally
and personally. Not only has it provided me with valuable knowledge, new
friendships and outstanding network opportunities – it also gave me an
entirely new connection to the field of political science. By allowing me
to apply my research on Social Europe to concrete policy development,
FEPS YAN enabled me to bridge theory and practice in a meaningful way
and gave me a platform to contribute to the ideal of a better Europe.

FEPS YAN is a remarkable opportunity
for me to apply my academic skills
into progressive politics. It also gave
me a lot of fun to spend a great and
productive time with my FEPS mates
during the dark times of pandemic.

FEPS is the European progressive
political foundation
The Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) is the think tank of the progressive political family at
EU level. Our mission is to develop innovative research, policy advice, training and debates to inspire and inform
progressive politics and policies across Europe. We operate as hub for thinking to facilitate the emergence of
progressive answers to the challenges that Europe faces today.
FEPS works in close partnership with its members and partners, forging connections and boosting coherence
among stakeholders from the world of politics, academia and civil society at local, regional, national, European
and global levels.
Today FEPS benefits from a solid network of 68 member organisations. Among these, 43 are full members,
20 have observer status and 5 are ex-officio members. In addition to this network of organisations that are
active in the promotion of progressive values, FEPS also has an extensive network of partners, including
renowned universities, scholars, policymakers and activists.
Our ambition is to undertake intellectual reflection for the benefit of the progressive movement, and to
promote the founding principles of the EU – freedom, equality, solidarity, democracy, respect of human
rights, fundamental freedoms and human dignity, and respect of the rule of law.

Karl Renner Institut
The Karl Renner Institute is the political academy of the Austrian Social Democratic movement. It is a forum for
political discourse, a centre for education and training, and a think tank on the future of social democracy.
In this capacity, it aims at
· establishing a discourse between experts from various fields and the Austrian Social Democratic Party in
order to develop and realize new political positions;
· generating a forum for political discussion and thus helping to introduce social democratic positions into the
public discussion;
· training representatives of the Austrian Social Democratic Party so that they are optimally prepared for their
present and future tasks;
· fostering the organizational development of the Austrian Social Democratic Party in order to open up and
modernize party structures.
To this end, the Karl Renner Institute and its nine regional offices (one in each of Austria's federal provinces)
organise a broad range of activities: Publications, debate evenings, seminars and lectures, appealing at a
politically interested public; special conventions and seminars, targeted at experts, teachers and educators;
workshops and consultations for officers, parliamentary representatives and employees of the Austrian
Social Democratic Party.

PAPERS
EU Green Deal
Taking the temperature of the EU Green Deal
Progressive Framework for Remote Working
"A Progressive Framework for Remote Working: Fairness, Sustainability and Digital Inclusion"
European Basic Income
The European Basic Income
European Investment Bank
How to unlock the European Investment Bank’s potential: four reforms
Social Europe
Three ideas for a stronger Social Europe in a post-COVID-19 recovery
Trade Unions
Trade Unions and the multiple crisis of environment, society, economy and work
Future of Europe (to be published soon in this link)
Citizens’ Europe. An institutional turn for an ever democratic Union?

Dominic AFSCHARIAN
e-mail
Website
@Afscharian

Dominic Afscharian is a research officer and Ph.D. candidate at the Institute of Political
Science of the University of Tübingen. He holds degrees in political science and economics,
received his previous academic training at Heidelberg University, and has worked with
think tanks, consultancies, and academic institutions in the past. Specialising in mixedmethods public policy analysis, he primarily focuses on European social policy. Beyond
conducting analyses of this subject in and of itself, he also considers its intersections
with other policy fields along with national social policy, particularly in Germany. At the
University of Tübingen, he is currently completing his dissertation on different visions of
a "Social Europe". In his further research, he engaged amongst other things with issues
such as migration, labour market policy, European crises, and welfare state performance
on various interdisciplinary and international projects. For FEPS and the Renner Institut,
he explored progressive perspectives on a European Universal Basic Income. Finally,
he worked as a FEPS YAN ambassador, researching challenges and solutions around
democratic resilience for FEPS and for the Progressive Alliance.
Working Group: European Basic Income

João ALBUQUERQUE
Website
Linkedin
@jdalbuquerque
Instagram

Former President of YES - Young European Socialists. João is currently working as an
advisor to MEP Pedro Silva Pereira in his role as VP of the European Parliament. He
enrolled in the PIDUHIST programme - PhD Programme in History - Change and continuity
in a global world, by University of Lisbon, ISCTE-IUL, University of Évora and Catholic
University of Lisbon.
Master in History, Defence and International Relations, on ""Humanitarian Intervention
Law - The Genocides in Bosnia and Rwanda"", by ISCTE-IUL and the Portuguese Military
Academy. Degree in Political Science and International Relations by the New University
of Lisbon.
Working Group: Progressive Framework for Remote Working
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Wilko ARTALE
e-mail
Website
@WilkoArtale

Wilko Artale is currently PhD candidate in industrial relations at Adam Smith Business
School, University of Glasgow and works as correspondent for the online news platform
"Planetlabor.com". His research focuses on job quality and worker representation in the
context of the Industry 4.0, with a particular focus on the role of ICT to potentially exacerbate
already existing inequalities. Before commencing his doctoral studies, Wilko served as
trainee at the International Labour Organization (Social Dialogue Unit), where he worked on
projects about the future of work.
Working Group: Trade Unions

Katharina BOHNENBERGER
Website
ResearchGate
@k_bohnenberger

Katharina Bohnenberger is an Ecological Economist at the Institute for Socio-Economics
(University of Duisburg-Essen) and consults as a policy advisor on topics like the just
transition, green recovery and sustainable welfare. She has an academic background in
Economics, Social Policy, Philosophy and Environmental Studies and has been working
on sustainable digitalization for the Wuppertal Institute and the German Advisory Council
on Global Change (WBGU). Her PhD is on Sustainable Welfare, a rising research field that
analyses the integration of social and environmental policies and develops strategies to
make welfare states resilient and in line with climate protection targets.
Working Group: Progressive Framework for Remote Working
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Mihail CARADAICA

@MihailCaradaica

Mihail Caradaica is a Lecturer in European Studies at the National University of Political
Studies and Public Administration in Bucharest. Since 2019 he is the coordinator of The
Democratic Left Foundation, designing and implementing progressive projects. One of the
most relevant projects he implemented for the foundation consisted in coordinating a book
entitled: "The Left and the Romanian Social Agenda" a progressive collection of articles from
leftist Romanian thinkers.
Regarding his experience in the political field, Mihail Caradaica worked between 2015 and
2016 as a Political Adviser of the Chamber of Deputies President, between 2016 and 2017
as a Political Adviser for MEP Office of Victor Negrescu, and today is a member of PES
activists, as vice-president of PES Bucharest.
Working Group: Remore Working

Fabio DI NUNNO
e-mail
Website
Linkedin
@fabiodinunno
Facebook

Fabio Di Nunno is currently teaching assistant in History and Policies of the European
Union, at the University of International Studies of Rome (UNINT), journalist at Città Nuova
and contributor to the "Annali" of the Italian Institute for Historical Studies. He holds a PhD
in History of International Relations at "Sapienza" University of Rome, after a master in
European Political and Administrative Studies at College of Europe of Bruges and a degree
in International Relations and Diplomacy at the University of Naples "L’Orientale".
Working Group: Future of Europe
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Fabian FERRARI
e-mail
Website
@fabianlferrari

Fabian Ferrari is a PhD candidate at the Oxford Internet Institute. His PhD thesis examines
the political economy of artificial intelligence. Fabian holds an MSc in Politics and
Communication from the London School of Economics and a BA in Social Sciences from
Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf. Fabian is also a researcher at the Fairwork Foundation,
an international action-research project that is working to analyse and improve pay and
conditions for platform workers across the world.
Working Group: Progressive Framework for Remote Working

Michele FIORILLO

@ilmichelaccio

Michele Fiorillo is a political philosopher and activist. Born in Verona, after studies at the
Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa and at the College of Europe in Warsaw, his researches
focus on theories and practices of deliberative democracy. He is co-initiator of CIVICO
Europa (www.civico.eu) - an organisation for transnational participatory democracyand of Citizens Take Over Europe (citizenstakeover.eu), a coalition of over 50 Ngos.
Currently is coordinating the project for the building up of a European Citizens' Assembly
(europeancitizensassembly.eu).
Working Group: Future of Europe
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Timon FORSTER
Website
@timonforster

Timon Forster is a Ph.D. candidate in International Relations at the Berlin Graduate School
for Global and Transregional Studies, Freie Universität Berlin. His research interests
include international political economy, deliberation, the distributional consequences of
economic reforms, and global public health. In the FEPS YAN, he is studying the politics of
the European Green Deal.
Working Group: EU Green Deal

Thomas FROEHLICH
Linkedin
@froehlich.tm

Dr. Thomas Froehlich is a research fellow at the Department of War Studies at King's College
London. His work focuses on the geopolitical implications of the global energy transition,
but he is also interested in "how to get things done" in international poltiics. Thomas holds a
Master's degree in Political Science from the University of Munich and a PhD in International
Relations from King's College London, where he examined Brazil's international ethanol
strategy. Thomas also works as a political risk adviser and a grassroots political organizer.
Working Group: EU Green Deal
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Johannes G. V. LUCKNER

Website

Johannes G. v. Luckner is a doctoral researcher in law at University of Erfurt in Germany.
Born and raised in Germany, he studied law in Frankfurt (Main), Rome and Florence. His
professional experience is spread out over various areas, ranging teaching in a high school
during a voluntary service in Panama, over diplomacy in the German Foreign Office (Embassy
to Italy, Rome) to European politics in the European Commission (DG Justice, Criminal Law).
In his PhD, he works on differentiation in European law, especially on the enhanced
cooperation mechanism.
Working Group: European Investment Bank

Justine GANGNEUX
Website
@JGgnx

Justine works as a post-doctoral researcher at the Urban Big Data Centre at the University
of Glasgow. Her current research focuses on the materialisation of the ‘smart city’ and the
ways in which citizens interact with data and digital infrastructures in urban spaces, as well
as on the collection, use and governance of data in local contexts. Her research interests sit
at the intersection of digital sociology, critical data studies, governance and urban studies.
Working Group: Progressive Framework for Remote Working
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Emre GÖMEÇ
University of Kassel
AIRNet
@emregoemec

Emre Gömeç is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Kassel and a Ph.D. fellow of Hans
Böckler Foundation in Germany. Also, he is a researcher at The Academic-Industry Research
Network (theAIRnet) in the United States. His research fields are financialization, corporate
governance, and innovation as well as the Information and Communication Technologies
(ICT) sector. He compares the corporate governance models of two telecommunication
companies, Nokia and Ericsson, as a case study in his dissertation.

Facebook
Working Group: Social Europe

Paul HADJI-LAZARO

@hadjilazaro

Paul is a PhD student in energy macroeconomics from Paris, France. His researches focus
on the structural changes our economies need to undertake to move to a low-carbon
world. In contrast to mainstream economics, a heterodox standpoint on the issue allows
for a realistic vision where the transition is not only a cost to put in balance with other
economic benefits, but a thermodynamic necessity as well as an opportunity to rebuild a
better economy.
He is also passionated about issues related to the nature of money, to auto-organisation
problems, and to the complexity of social material relations. Aside from his interest in
abstract issues, he is also deeply interested in the political dynamics that frame the
world he lives in and want to participate in it. His activism has been so far concentrated
in university movements and in other national causes against the neoliberal agenda or
against other forms of domination.
Working Group: EU Green Deal
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Niklas KOSSOW
e-mail
Linkedin
@NiklasKossow

Niklas Kossow is a researcher, political activist and project manager from Berlin. He recently
defended his PhD on the use of digital technologies in the context of anti-corruption
movements at the Hertie School. During his PhD, Niklas also worked as a researcher and
consultant for Transparency International, the GIZ, the UNDP and Freedom House. Currently,
Niklas is working as a project manager at CityLAB Berlin where is working redeveloping
Berlin’s Smart City strategy and citizen participation projects. He is a candidate of the
German Social Democratic Party for the Berlin state parliamentary elections 2021.
Working Group: Trade Unions

Christian KOUTNY

@ChristianKapun2

Christian is a PhD student in economics at Kingston University London. He completed
his BSc in economics at the Vienna University for Business and Economics and his MA
in Political Economy at Kingston University London. He is interested in heterodox (neoKaleckian) macroeconomics and Marxist Political Economy. His research is both empirical
and theoretical, although with an emphasis on the theoretical argument. Empirically, he
specialises in simple time-series econometrics. Christian teaches economics and statistics
at SOAS University and Goldsmiths University, respectively. In his previous FEPS YAN cycle
he worked on the European Pillar of Social Rights. Christian is a member of the Labour Party,
several trade unions, and some more grass roots organisations.
Working Group: European Investment Bank
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Halliki KREININ
Halliki Kreinin is a Research and Teaching Associate at the Ecological Economics Institute
(Vienna University of Economics and Business) where she is also working on her PhD on
Social-Ecological Transformation, Sustainable Work and Environmental Labour Studies.

@Haleeks

She is a trade unionist and environmental activist, and was one of the coordinators of
the Vienna Degrowth Conference, which took place online at the end of May this year
(https://www.degrowthvienna2020.org).
Halliki is interested in how and on what basis trade unions and environmental organisations
can work together, and what the barriers to closer cooperation for social-ecological
transformation are (i.e.: different conceptions of the goal and the ""good life for all"" consumption-based vs other emancipatory formulations of wellbeing; the role of work
in society and emancipation ""from""/ or ""of"" work; different conceptions of the multiple
crises; and different formulations of the answer(s) to the crises).
Working Group: Trade Unions

Chiara LITARDI
Chiara was always driven by curiosity and interest in research, during her education in
Rome, Paris, Frankfurt and Melbourne. Chiara obtained in 2016 a Bachelor in Economics
and Business and, in 2019, a Master’s degree in Economics and Finance, together with
a second international excellence master called QTEM (Quantitative Techniques for
Economics and Management), with a final dissertation about the impact of flexicurity
on Managerial practices. Workwise, she has been intern in various institutions, was an
analyst at the ECB and it is currently working as a Research Support Officer at Eurofound,
the agency of the European Union for improving working and living conditions.
Working Group: Social Europe
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Lora LYUBENOVA
e-mail
@llyubenovalora

Lora is a PhD Students at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski". Her research topic is
"Political actors and interest groups, which influenced and shaped the European Pillar
of Social Rights". Lora has 4 years Political Science Bachelor degree at Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridshi". At that time, her main research interests are the transition political
and economic systems in the Eastern European countries. She is Erasmus student at
Copenhagen University when she researches the development of women labour market
in Denmark. Lora obtains European Master in Women's and Gender History. She has done
her research work at two universities part of the master programme - Vienna University in
Austria and Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in Bulgaria. She focuses her research of
development of women's labour market during 20th century mainly in Austria and Bulgaria.
Her master's thesis is "Bulgarian Women’s Movement and The Development of Women’s
Labour Market (1901 - 1944)".
Working Group: Social Europe

Seamus MONTGOMERY
e-mail
Website
Oxford Academia
@seamusonline

Political anthropologist based in the UK whose primary research has been with and about
European Union civil servants. His doctoral thesis, ‘Homo Europaeus: Identity, bureaucracy
and belonging in Brussels’ is drawn from extensive ethnographic fieldwork in and around
the European Commission. I hold an MA in social sciences from the University of Chicago
and BAs in English, anthropology and intellectual history from the University of Washington.
Working Group: Future of Europe
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Viktoriia MULIAVKA
e-mail
Website
Facebook

Viktoriia Muliavka is a PhD student in Sociology at Graduate School for Social Research,
Polish Academy of Sciences. In her PhD thesis, she studies regional inequalities in workingclass protest participation between Central Eastern and Western Europe. Viktoriia also has
been engaged in multiple research project studying institutionalization of political parties
in CEE region, environmental politics and political voice and economic inequality in Polish
Academy of Sciences and SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities.
Working Group: European Basic Income

Alvaro OLEART

@AlvaroOleart

Alvaro Oleart is a post-doctoral researcher at the at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
of Maastricht University, and a scientific collaborator at the Université Libre de Bruxelles.
He is the author of the book Framing TTIP in the European public spheres: Towards an
Empowering Dissensus for EU integration (2021), published by the series Palgrave Studies
in European Political Sociology. His fields of interest are the European public sphere, the role
of civil society in the EU policy-making, EU trade policy, populism and democracy in Europe,
and the analysis of discourse and narratives.
Working Group: Future of Europe
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Marius S. OSTROWSKI
e-mail
Website
@mariusostrowski

Marius S. Ostrowski is Max Weber Fellow at the European University Institute, Florence, and
was previously Examination Fellow in Politics at All Souls College, University of Oxford. His
interests lie in the theory and history of social democracy and European unification, and his
publications include Left Unity: Manifesto for a Progressive Alliance (2020) and the edited
series of the Collected Works by the socialist thinker Eduard Bernstein (2018-). He is Online
and Social Media Editor of the Journal of Political Ideologies, and Founding Editor of its
affiliated blog Ideology Theory Practice.
Working Group: European Basic Income

João PINTO
e-mail
@JoaoCMPinto

João Mourato Pinto is graduated in International Relations from the University of Coimbra
(Portugal) and holds a master’s degree in International Relations – European Studies
from both this university and Sciences Po Bordeaux (France). Currently, João Pinto is a
Professor of diplomacy and a Ph.D. candidate based at the University of Minho studying
the European Union as a global actor, especially towards Brazil and South America. He
was a member of a research project on the EU's Strategic Partnerships funded by the
Portuguese Foundation of Science and Technology (FCT) and has worked at the European
Research Council (European Commission). Additionally, he is a former President of the
Erasmus Student Network (2017-2019), where he has worked to increase access to and
the quality of higher education student exchanges worldwide. João Pinto is a member
of the Research Center in Political Science at the University of Minho and collaborates
with the Foundation for European Progressive Studies. His main research interests are EU
external action, Brazilian foreign policy, South American regionalism, public diplomacy,
and democratic participation and citizenship in the EU.
Working Group: Social Europe
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Stine QUORNING
e-mail
Website
@SQuorning

Stine Quorning is a PhD student at the Department of Organization at Copenhagen
Business School where she works within the field of International Political Economy,
specializing in economic governance. Her research project looks into the role of central
banks in sustainable finance, with a primary focus on the ECB and the Bank of England.
Working at the intersection of political, sociological and economic theory her research
aims to understand the policies that central banks put in place to address climate change,
and how central banks seek to make climate change governable. Stine is a co-author
along with Jakob Vestergaard of the FEPS policy paper "The ECB’s half-baked supervision
mandate or, how to get serious about shadow banking again".
Working Group: EU Green Deal

Lukáš SIEGEL

Website

Lukáš Siegel holds a degree in philosophy from the University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in
Trnava and political science from Bratislava International School of Liberal Arts. His primary
focus is on different ethical theories, the concept of human rights, issues of discrimination,
stigma, and prejudices. He recently earned PhD in philosophy focusing on discrimination
against people with disabilities with a special interest in different models of disability.
Working Group: European Basic Income
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Oscar SOONS

@oscarsoons

Oscar is a PhD candidate in the Finance Group of the University of Amsterdam. In his
research he studies the economics of the European Monetary Union and financial stability
implications of central bank digital currency. Other research interests are financial regulation,
banking and macro finance.
Working Group: European Investment Bank

Jakub ŠVEC
e-mail
Website 1
Website 2

Jakub Švec is a young researcher. Jakub’s current occupation is The head of the Department
of Philosophy at the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Žilina, Slovakia. He completed
his bachelor's and master's studies at the Catholic University in Ružomberok (2012-2017),
Slovakia, in the field of political science, and his doctoral studies at the Faculty of Arts of
the Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica (2017-2020), Slovakia, in the field of systematic
philosophy. Jakub participated on various study and research stays abroad: Institute
for Social and European Studies in Kőszeg, Hungary (2014), Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński
University in Warsaw, Poland (2016-2017), Institute of Advanced Studies in Kőszeg, Hungary
(2016-2017), University of Ostrava, Czech Republic (2018), University of Silesia in Katowice,
Poland (2019). Jakub’s scientific research is focused on social and political philosophy,
especially aimed to issues of social justice, equality and freedom, mostly in the context
of early liberalism. He is the author of several scientific articles in the Web of Science and
Scopus databases as well as the scientific monograph "In the Captivity of Freedom - The
Need for a Philosophical Reinterpretation of Freedom".
Working Group: Social Europe
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Hendrik THEINE
e-mail
Website
@tricks_y

Hendrik Theine is a post-doctoral researcher at the Institute for Heterodox Economics at
the Vienna University of Economics and Business with extensive interest in progressive
economic approaches. His current research involves critical political economy analyses in
the areas of media, platform capitalism and climate change. Based on a pluralist perspective,
he uses both qualitative and quantitative methods, for instance, discourse analysis, text
mining and network analysis.
Working Group: EU Green Deal
Photo: @PamelaRußmann

Neil WARNER

@NeilWarner_

Neil Warner is a Sociology PhD candidate at the London School of Economics and Political
Science, where he is investigating the proposals for the socialisation of investment in Western
Europe in the 1970s and 1980s, and their failure. He holds a research Masters in History,
which looked at the unemployment policy in the British Labour Party in the 1980s and 1990s,
and a BA in History and Political Science from a Trinity College Dublin. He was previously
also a Vice-President of the Young European Socialists (YES), where he was a founder and
coordinator of the YES-IUSY Political Economy Working Group. His strongest academic
interests are in questions of political economy and economic policy, with a particular focus
on European socialist and social democratic parties, and methods of historical sociology.
Working Group: European Investment Bank
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